
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN THE ERA OF COVID-19

WALKING THE TALK OF EQUALITY 

AND NON-DISCRIMINATION
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Introduction

Considering that all human beings are equal before the law and are entitled to equal protection 
of the law against any discrimination and against any incitement to discrimination,

Convinced that any doctrine of superiority based on racial differentiation is scientifically false, 
morally condemnable, socially unjust and dangerous, and that there is no justification for racial 

discrimination, in theory or in practice, anywhere,

Convinced that the existence of racial barriers is repugnant to the ideals of any human society,

Alarmed by manifestations of racial discrimination still in evidence in some areas of the world and 
by governmental policies based on racial superiority or hatred, such as policies of apartheid, 

segregation or separation.

- Preamble to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination



Racial Discrimination in Malaysia 
in the era of COVID-19
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Hate speech and racial violence
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"I've been randomly spat on and shouted at so many times, I can still take it. But nothing beats 

the fear of being threatened with murder just because I am Rohingya.“

"Some locals are not shy to say they'd 'love' to kill me and it doesn't matter whether I understand 

where this is coming from or not. I'm sorry, but I'm very scared, it brings back memories of 

escaping from Rakhine.“

- The Straits Times, April 30, 2020



Detention, Expulsion and Deportation of Non-citizens
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Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of Non-Citizens











Efforts by civil society and other groups
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Migrants are humans too



Thank you
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